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Nevada Adds Jobs back in December; Unemployment Rate Continues to 
Improve 

CARSON CITY, NV - Employment in Nevada increased over the month by 8,200 jobs as the state continues 

to recover. Jobs remain below typical levels, down 96,900 jobs since December 2019, for an annual 

decline of 6.8% according to the Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation’s (DETR) 
December 2020 economic report. The total employment level in the State is 1,328,300. Nevada added 

jobs back over the month while the nation contracted, growing at 0.6% and -0.1%, respectively.  The 

State’s unemployment rate in December is 9.2 percent, down from 10.4 percent in November 2020 but 

up 5.5 percentage points when compared to December 2019. 

 

“I’m encouraged to see that employment has increased and the unemployment rate has decreased in the 
State. We are looking forward to working with the Governor and legislature to continue focusing on 

getting Nevadans back to work,” Director Elisa Cafferata said.  

 

“Nevada wrapped up the year with the eighth consecutive month of employment growth and ongoing 

improvement in the state’s unemployment rate.  Among private sector industries, only the mining and 

logging and financial activities industries have seen increases in employment since last year. In contrast, 

the leisure and hospitality and other personal service industries remain particularly impacted by the 

pandemic. While the 9.2 percent unemployment rate is less than one-third of its record high of 30.1 

percent in April, December’s labor force participation rate also fell below 60 percent for the first time 

since May, with a growing number of individuals neither working nor looking for work. As we enter 2021, 

Nevada remains one of the states feeling the deepest impacts from the COVID pandemic,” said David 
Schmidt, Chief Economist for DETR. 

 

DETR’s report also notes that additional labor market data  can be found on the department’s dashboards 

located at http://www.nevadaworkforce.com.  To view data about employment in Nevada’s varied 
industries see here [employment statistics].  Unemployment rates throughout the State can be found 

here [unemployment statistics]. 
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ABOUT THE RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS BUREAU: 

The Research and Analysis Bureau is Nevada’s premier source for labor market information. A part of DETR, the 
Bureau is responsible for creating, analyzing, and reporting Nevada’s labor market information, in cooperation 

with the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). 

Visit us http://www.nevadaworkforce.com and Follow us on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/NVlabormarket 
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December 2020 

Published on January 21, 2021 

In this release, we provide updates on our primary employment and unemployment programs. This month’s 

report continues to show the impact of COVID-19 on Nevada’s labor market. Employment realized an increase 

over the month, resulting in eight consecutive months of employment growth. Trade, transportation, & utilities 

added the most jobs over the month as employees at large ecommerce companies continue to add employment 

to support the consumer demand of the holiday season. This growth was reflected in the unemployment rate 

which improved in December for the eighth consecutive month. Although the labor market continues to 

improve, Nevada remains one of the states most impacted by the COVID pandemic.  

Information on how to file an unemployment insurance or pandemic unemployment assistance claim, where to 

get updates from DETR, or what other services are available from the department can be found at the end of 

this write-up. Additional labor market information can be found on our website (http://nevadaworkforce.com/). 

Current Employment Statistics (CES) 

Estimates for this section come from the Current Employment Statistics (CES) program sponsored by the Bureau 

of Labor statistics (BLS). Total nonfarm employment realized a increase of 8,200 jobs from November 2020 to 

December 2020, a growth rate of 0.6%. Since December 2019 total nonfarm employment saw a decrease of -

96,900 jobs, or -6.8%. The largest employment increases in December 2020, occurred in trade, transportation,& 

utilities, education & health services, and government. 

For more information visit our CES Page, see the summary tables at the end of the document, or check out our 

dashboards for a CES summary or industry estimates. 

http://nevadaworkforce.com/
http://nevadaworkforce.com/CES
https://www.bls.gov/ces
http://nevadaworkforce.com/CES
http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Portals/197/Dashboards/CES-Dashboard.html?%3E%3Cspan%20id=
http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Portals/197/Dashboards/CES-Industry-Dashboard.html?


More summary information on Nevada’s Labor Market and the U.S. Labor Market. 

 

 

 
  

http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Portals/197/Labor%20Market%20Overview/Nevada-Economic-Summary.html?ver=2020-08-13-104028-387
http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Portals/197/Labor


Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 

Figures for our unemployment estimates come from the Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) program 

sponsored by the (BLS). The state’s unemployment rate is 9.2 percent this month, down -1.2 percentage point 

from 10.4 percent in November 2020 and up 5.5 percentage point when compared to December 2019. 

Unemployment totaled 136,177, up 19,014 from November 2020 and up 79,052 from December 2019. 

Visit our LAUS page for more information, see the summary tables for industry summaries by area, or check out 

our dashboard for a look at each area. 

 

 

  

http://nevadaworkforce.com/LAUS
https://www.bls.gov/lau/
http://nevadaworkforce.com/LAUS
http://nvlmi.mt.gov/Portals/197/Dashboards/LAUS-Dashboard.html?


Unemployment Insurance (UI) 

In December, 37,310 initial claims for unemployment insurance were filed in Nevada, an 
increase of 4,697 claims, or 14.4 percent, from November when there were 32,613 claims. 
In a typical year, we expect to see a seasonal rise in claims during December and January so 
that may explain some of the increase in claims in December. 

 

Activity for Nevada’s regular program continued to see declines in December as most of 
Nevada’s claimants have transitioned to benefit extension programs. Accordingly, 
measures such as weeks claimed and final payments have all seen large declines in recent 
months. Total benefit payments in the regular program fell below $100 million for the first 
time since the pandemic began, however, for comparison this would still be amongst the 
worst months experienced in the last recession. Late in December, Congress passed 
extensions to many of the CARES act unemployment insurance programs. As of mid-
January approximately 150,000 claimants are currently filing under CARES act programs. 

http://nevadaworkforce.com/Unemployment-Insurance


 

After almost nine months, Nevada began borrowing from the federal government in 
December to pay regular unemployment insurance benefits. Standing at just under $2 
billion at the start of the pandemic, the state, as of January 15th, has borrowed $113 
million. This amount is likely to grow as benefits remain elevated. As of January 15th, 
nineteen states and territories have needed to borrow from the federal government to 
support benefit payments, totaling $47.2 billion in borrowing. 

 



Nevada Unemployment Services Available 

DETR serves all Nevada citizens by being the State’s lead workforce development agency. DETR consists of 

divisions that offer workforce related services, job placement and training, services for people with disabilities, 

investigation of claims of discrimination, unemployment insurance benefits, and labor market data. 

For current updates from the department and to find resources available, please visit: 

https://detr.nv.gov/coronavirus. 

To file an unemployment insurance claim or for additional information, please visit http://ui.nv.gov/ 

To file a claim for PUA or for more information, please visit: 

https://detr.nv.gov/pua 

Additionally, a document that summarizes of all DETR services has been added to our website at 

http://nevadaworkforce.com/. 

Prepared by the Research and Analysis Bureau with contributions from: Alex Capello, Jason Gortari, Jeremey 

Hays, Michael La Rue, Dionny McDonnell, Christopher Robison, Dave Schmidt, Marianne Segurson, and Tim 

Wilcox. 

Special thanks to all the R and RStudio developers that built the packages to make this possible. Packages used 

in this report include tidyverse, viridis, ggthemes, scales, data.table, RcppRoll, plotly, patchwork, reshape2, knitr, 

ggforce, DT, and gt. 

This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and 

Training Administration. The product was created by the recipient and does not necessarily reflect the official 

position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The U.S. Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or 

assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked 

sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, 

adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This product is copyrighted by the institution that created it. 

Internal use by an organization and/or personal use by an individual for non-commercial purposes is permissible. 

All other uses require the prior authorization of the copyright owner. 

https://detr.nv.gov/coronavirus
http://ui.nv.gov/
https://detr.nv.gov/pua
http://nevadaworkforce.com/


CES Summary Tables 

Seasonally adjusted estimates are used to show underlying economic trends by accounting for regularly seen 

seasonal patterns, and the result is smoother estimates. They are found by taking the difference of the 

unadjusted estimate and the expected seasonal movement. 
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